
Contents

INTRODUCTION ........... .11

FACTS FOR THE VISITOR . ..14

Planning............................... ...14 Photography &  V ideo........ ...30 Business Hours................... ..38
Suggested Itineraries......... ...15 T im e ..................................... ...31 Public Holidays &  Special
The Best &  W orst............... ...16 E lec tric ity ............................ ...31 Events.................................. ...39
Tourist O ffices.................... ...16 Weights &  Measures......... ...31 A c tiv it ie s ............................ ...43
Visas &  Documents........... ...18 Laundry................................ ...31 W ork .................................... ...46
Embassies............................ ...19 To ile ts................................... ...31 Accom m odation................ ..47
Customs............................... ...22 H ealth................................... ...32 Food..................................... ...50
Money................................... ...22 Women Travellers.............. ...36 D rinks .................................. ...50
Post &  Communications.... ...26 Gay &  Lesbian Travellers. ...36 Entertainment..................... ..52
Books.................................... ...28 Disabled T rave lle rs........... ...36 Spectator Sport................... ..54
Online Services.................. ...29 Travel w ith  C h ild ren ......... ...37 Things to  B uy..................... ..55
Newspapers &  Magazines. ...29 Dangers &  Annoyances..... ...37
Radio &  T V ......................... ...30 Legal Matters...................... ...38

GETTING THERE & AWAY...................................................................................................56

A ir ........................................ .....56 Car &  M otorcycle......... .........61 Departure Taxes.......... ...........62
Bus....................................... .... 60 Bicycle &  W a lk ing ....... .........62 Organised T ou rs ......... ...........62
T ra in .................................... .... 60 Sea................................... .........62 W arn ing....................... ...........63

GETTING AROUND... ..........64

A ir..............................................64
Bus.............................................64
Train......................................... 65

Car &  M otorcycle....................67
B icycle .......................................71
H itch in g .................................... 71

B o a t.........................................71
Local Transport..................... 72

CZECH REPUBLIC -  74

FACTS ABOUT THE CZECH REPUBLIC .................... .....76

History............................... ..... 76 Flora &  Fauna.................. .......89 Education......................... .......92
Geography......................... ..... 86 Government &  Politics... .......89 A rts .................................... .......93
Climate.............................. ..... 88 Economy........................... .......90 Society &  Conduct......... .... 101
Ecology &  Environment.. ..... 88 Population &  People....... .......92 R e lig ion ........................... .... 101

PRAGUE......................... ...104

History................................ ...104 Holešovice........................ ....156 A c tiv it ie s ......................... ....166
Orientation......................... ...108 Smíchov............................ .....157 Language Courses.......... ....168
Information........................ ...109 T ro ja .................................. ....159 Organised Tours............. ....168
Walking Tours................... ...114 V inohrady......................... ....159 Places to  S tay.................. ....169
Prague Castle..................... ...117 Ž iž k o v ............................... ....160 Places to  Eat.................... ....179
HradCany ............................ ...121 North-W est O utsk irts ..... ....161 Entertainment.................. ....188
Malá Strana....................... ...125 South-West O utsk irts ..... ....164 Spectator Sport............... ....192
Staré Mesto &  Josefov..... ...129 South-East Outskirts........ ....165 Things to  B uy.................. ....193
Nové Mèsto....................... ...145 North-East Outskirts........ ....165 Getting There &  Away... ....194
Vyšehrad............................. ...153 Museums &  Galleries..... ....165 Getting Around................ ....197



CENTRAL BOHEMIA 203

Průhonice.......................... .... 204 Beroun................................. ...208 M č ln ík ............................. ......212
Konopí š tč ......................... .... 205 Končprusy Caves............... ...209 V e ltrusy .......................... ......213
Sázava M onastery.......... .... 206 K řivok lá t............................. ...209 Přerov nad Labem ......... ......214
Český Šternberk.............. .... 206 L id ice ................................... ...210 Kutná H ora ..................... ......214
Karlšte jn........................... .... 207 Kounov Stones.................. ...211 Around Kutná Hora...... ......218

NORTH BOHEMIA...

Terezín.............................. .... 220 D čč ín ................................... ...228 Jablonné &  Lemberk

.....220

L itom čřicc ........................
P loskovicc........................

.... 224

.... 227
Sandstone Rocks o f  Labe....231 Chateau............................ ......233

WEST BOHEMIA ...... .....235

Františkovy Láznč................ 237
C heb........................................238
Mariánské Láznč...................242
Around Mariánské Láznč ....247

Karlovy V ary ......................... 247
Loket nad O h ří......................253
Plzeň........................................254
Around Plzeň......................... 260

K la tovy ...................................261
Chodsko Region................... 263
Domažlice.............................. 264

SOUTH BOHEMIA.................................................................................................................266

České B udě jov ice Š um ava .......................... „.283 B la tná ..............................
R e g io n ............................ ..266 National Park W alks........ ...285 Around B la tná .....................
České Budějovice............ ..266 Rožmberk nad V ltavou.... ...287 O rlík  nad V ltavou ...............
Around České Budčjovice. ..273 Vyšší B rod.......................... ...287 N orth-E astern  R e g io n ....
Hluboká nad V lta v o u ....... ..274 Lake L ip n o ......................... ...288 T á bo r.....................................
Around H luboká................. ..275 Prachatice........................... ...289 Around Tábor......................
český K ru m lo v .................. ..275 Husinec................................ ...291 Bcchynč.................................
Around český K ru m lo v .... ..280 V im perk.......................... ...291 Kám en..............................
Zlatá Koruna.................... ..280 Železná Ruda &  Around „...291 P elhřim ov .........................
Around Zlatá K oruna ....... ..281 P ísecko R eg ion ............. ...292 Jindřichův Hradce...............
T řeboň ............................ ..281 Písek............................... ...292 Červená Lho ta ..................
Around Třeboň ................ ..283 Strakonice....................... ...293 Slavonice..........................

E A S T  B O H E M IA .........

Hradec K rá lové ............... ..305 Prachovské S ká ly ........... ...318 T ru tnov ............................
Pardubice......................... ..310 Hrubá Skála &  Valdštcjn Teplické Skalní Mčsto........
Opočno............................ ..313 Castle.............................. ...319 Adršpašské Skalní M čsto ...
častolovice &  A round....... ..314 Trosky C astle .................... ...319 Krkonoše.............................
K uks..................................... ..314 Turnov................................. ...319 V rch labí................................
Český Ráj.........................315 Adršpašsko-Teplické Špindlerův M lýn ..................
J ič ín ...................................... ..316 Rocks............................ ...320 Pec pod Sněžkou.................

NORTH MORAVIA......

Jeseníky Mountains...... „328 Around O lom ouc............... ...337 K opřivn ice............................
Hrubý Jeseník..................... ..330 Ostrava.............................. ...339 Rožnov pod Radhoštem....
Velké Lo s iny ....................... ..331 Western Beskydy........... ...341 Český Tčšín..........................
Olomouc.........................„331 Štram berk........................... ...342

SOUTH MORAVIA......

Brno..................................... „347 V yško v ................................ ...362 Námčšť nad Oslavou...........
Around Brno..................... „359 Slavkov U  Brna &  Around..362 Moravský K ru m lo v ............
Moravian Karst................... „359 Pernštejn............................. ...363 Jihlavsko Region............
ProstČjov.............................. „361 T išnov.................................. ...364 Jihlava ...................................



Žďár nad Sázavou.............. ..367 M ik u lo v ....................... ......... 376 Buchlov Castle......... ...........385
TclC....................................... ..368 V a ltice ......................... ......... 378 Velehrad.................... ...........385
TřebíC.................................. ..371 Lednice........................ ......... 379 Zlín Region ......................... 386
Jaromčtíce nad Rokytnou.. ..371 Around Lednice.......... ......... 379 Z lín ............................ ...........386
Moravské Budějovice........ ..372 Moravské Slovácko Region.380 V izov ice .................... ...........388
South Moravian Strážnice...................... ......... 381 Lesná......................... ...........389
Borderlands........................ ..372 K užc lov ....................... ......... 383 LuhaCovicc............... ...........389
Zno jm o................................ ..372 B la tn ice ....................... ......... 383 Kroméříž.................... ...........390
Vranov nad D y jí ................. ..375 VlCnov......................... ......... 383 R ym icc...................... ...........393
B ítov ..................................... ..376 Uherské Hradiště........ .........384
Jcvišovice............................ ..376 Buchlovice................... ......... 385

S L O V A K  R E P U B L IC  ■- 3 9 6

F A C T S  A B O U T  T H E  S L O V A K  R E P U B L IC ................. ..397

H istory................................. ..397 Rora &  Fauna................... ...405 Education........................... ...408
Geography........................... ..404 Government &  Politics..... ...406 A rts ..................................... ...408
C lim ate................................ ..404 Economy............................. ...406 Society &  Conduct........... ...413
Ecology &  Environment.... ..405 Population &  People......... ...407 R elig ion............................. ...413

B R A T IS L A V A ................. ..414

Around Bratislava..............

W E S T  S L O V A K IA ........

..430 Devín Castle...................... ...430

Lesser Carpathians............ ..432 Komárno............................. ...441 TrenCin............................... ...445
Trnava ................................. ..434 Pieštbny.............................. ...443 TrenCiáske Tep lice ........... ...448
Nitra......................................

C E N T R A L  S L O V A K IA

..438 Čachticc Castle.................. ...445

..450

Banská Bystrica.................. ..450 Ž ilin a .................................. ...462 Zu bérce &  Orava Skansen ...472
Banská Štiavnica................ ..455 Around Ž ilin a .................... ...465 Orava Lake........................ ...472
Malá Fatra &  Velká Krivánská Fatra................. ...467 Western Tatras.................. ...472
F a tra .................................... .458 B o jn ice ............................... ...469 Low  T a tra s ........................ ..473
M artin.................................. ..458 Orava V a lley ..................... ...470 Liptovský M ikuláš............ ..473
Lúčanská Fatra ................... ..461 Dolný K ubín ...................... ...470 Around Liptovský Mikuláš .475
Velká Fatra......................... ..461 Orava Castle...................... ...471 Demánova V a lley ............. ..475

HIGH TATRAS............ .479

Poprad................................. ..483 Tatranská Štrba.................. ...485 Tatranská Lomnica........... ..489
Štrbské Pleso...................... ..485 Smokovec Resorts............ ...486 Belianské Tatras............... ..491

EAST SLOVAKIA................................................................................................................492

Around Košice.............. .... 500 Spišské Podhradie & Šariš Region............ ......518
Michalovce...................... ... 500 Around............................ ..510 Prešov............................ .......518
Vihorlatské Highlands.... .... 500 Spišská Nová Ves............... ..511 Bardejov........................ ...... 521
Spiš Region................ ....501 Slovenský Raj..................... ..512 Bardejovské Kúpele.... .......523
Červený Kláštor............ ....501 Slovak Karst.................. ..515 Eastern Borderlands.......524
Stará Ľubovňa .............. ....504 Rožňava.......................... ..515 S vidn ík ...................... ..... 524
Kežmarok..................... ....504 Around Rožňava.............. ..516 Around S vidn ík .......... ..... 527
LevoCa......................... ....507 Caves o f  the Slovak Karst. ..517 Medzilaborce.............. ..... 528
Spišský Štvrtok............. ....509 Zádielska Canyon............ ..518 Humenné................... ..... 528



FOOD GUIDE..........

LANGUAGE GUIDE

530

537

GLOSSARY.............................................................................................................................544

INDEX.......................................................................................................................................546

Maps 546 Text 547

BOXED ASIDES

A Gentler Semtex........................................... 312
Ahead of Their T im e.......................................353
Air Travel Glossary........................................58-9
Another Chernobyl?.......................................266
Architectural Styles........................................... 93
Astronomical Clock......................................... 139
Baroque Fountains o f Olomouc....................334
Battle of Austerlitz.......................................... 363
Beer, Dumplings and McPork....................... 179
Black Triangle.................................................. 222
Boblig Inquisition.............................................331
Castle Services & Approach Routes...........118
Considerations for Responsible

Hiking...........................................................44-5
Czech History in Staromestské náméstí

(Old Town Square).....................................137
Czech Rulers..................................................... 87
Dumplings, Dumplings and

More Knedlíků..............................................533
František Tomášek......................................... 102
Health Spas........................................................35
Helicopter Blades o r Haloes......................... 423

H olidays......................................................... 40-1
Hussites............................................................297
Jan Ž ižka......................................................... 273
Jews o f Prague................................................134
Kafka’s  W orld..................................................130
P ivo .....................................................................51
President vs Prime Minister.......................... 403
Pub Etiquette..................................................... 52
Rafting in Poland............................................503
Silesia............................................................... 328
Slovak Rulers..................................................401
Sokol M ovem ent...........................................80-1
The 1997 F loods............................................ 335
The 'Other1 Tourist Industry.......................... 240
The People’s  Shoe.........................................386
Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk............................. 381
Traps of Eating Out in Prague......................180
Václav H ave l.....................................................84
Walachia...........................................................342
What is  I t? ....................................................... 534
Where are the Festivals?................................42
Wooden Churches of East Slovakia............526


