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Learning about idioms
i W h a t are idiom s?

ii U sing you r d ic tionary

Idioms to  talk  about ...
1 H ea lth
2 H app iness an d  sadness
3 A nger
4 K now ing and  understand ing
5 Experience and  percep tion
6 Success an d  failure
7 H av ing  problem s
8 D ealing w ith  problem s
9 Pow er an d  au th o rity

10 S tructuring  and ta lk ing  ab o u t argum ents
11 C onversational responses
12 Praise and  criticism
13 O pin ions on  people and  actions
14 B ehaviour and  a ttitu d es
15 R eacting to  w h a t o thers say
16 D anger
17 E ffort
18 N ecessity and  desirability
19 P robability  and  luck
20  Social sta tus
21 Feelings
22 H u m an  rela tionsh ips
23 Size an d  position
24  M oney
25 W ork
26 Speed, d istance an d  in tensity
27  C om m unication  1: com m enting  on  language
28 C om m unication  2: getting  the m essage across
29 Life an d  experience: p roverbs
30 M em ory

Idioms from the topic area of ...
31 Tim e 1: the pas t an d  the fu ture
32 Tim e 2: clocks an d  frequency
33 The elem ents
34 C o lour
35 G am es an d  sport
36 A nim als 1: describing people
37  A nim als 2: describing situations
38 W eapons an d  w ar



39 Food
40 Roads
41 Houses and household objects
42 Nature
43 Boats and sailing
44 Science, technology and machines

Idioms using these keywords:
45 Finger, thumb, hand
46 Foot, heel, toe
47  Bones, shoulder, arm, leg
48 Head
49 Face, hair, neck, chest
50 Eyes
51 Ear, lips, mouth, nose, teeth, tongue
52 Heart
53 Brain, mind, blood and guts
54 Back
55 Long
56 Line
57 Act, action, activity
58 Good and bad
59 Ground
60 Similes and idioms with like 
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