
C o n t e n t s

1 The Irish Community at Home and Abroad 1
The Irish Community: A n  Anthropological Perspective 5
A  Community of Individuals 8
ťNative’ Takes on Irish Life: The Anthropology of Ireland 11
Imagining Irish Community at Home and Abroad 15
References 20

2 Identity Politics, Belonging and Europe 23
European Identity 25
Mobility: Moving Away from Fixist Models o f Identity 31
Becoming European 33
Mobilising Europe: Alterity and Activity 36
Ireland and Europe: Concept-Metaphors 40
What Is a cGood E u r o p e a n 43 
The Irish Community in Belgium 45
References 50

3 The Irish in Brussels: Culture, Language, Politics,
Belonging 57
(Speaking) Irish in Brussels 59
Schooling Europeans 61
The Irish in Brussels, January 1973 64
How Ireland Became European 68

XV



xvi CONTENTS

Ireland’s Development, from Poverty to Prosperity and Back 70
Experiencing Europe: Irish Culture and Language 73
ťBecome Irish’ on Saint Patrick’s Day in Brussels 77
Become Irish for an Hour or Two. Seachtain na Gaeilge 80
The cGreen Book’: Political Engagement in Ireland and Brussels 81 
Training Europeans: European Movement International 83
Concluding Remarks 86
References 90

4  Placing the Irish Diaspora in Place and Time in Europe 93
31 January 2014 94
Locating the Irish College o f Leuven in Time 98
Exile, the Past and Reconnection: Heritage and Lines 
of Belonging 102
cThe Irish Are Now so Used to Exile That I t  Is Part 
of Their Heritage ’ 104
cClosed to the Public’: Putting My cSelf ’ to Good Use 108
Teaching Irish (ness) in Leuven 109
The Irish Pub in Belgium: Cultural Homes Away from Homes 113
Concluding Remarks 118
References 122

5 Non-Irish, Irish Speakers Among the Irish Community
in Belgium 125
Tt’s Fake. I  Mean I t Sounds the Same, But I t’s Fake’
Language and Simulation 126
Philosophy and Simulacra 128
Anthropology>, Otherness and Fakeness 131
Whereabouts in Donegal Are Той from? Misattribution 
and Pride 135
cNo Irish, No Blacks and No Dogs’ 138
The Limits of Pretence: (Tou Can’t Pretend to Speak 
a Language!’ 142
Passing, Pride and Dejection: Simulation and Language 
Acquisition 144
Concluding Remarks 148
References 152



CONTENTS ХѴІІ

6 Imagined Belonging and the Irish Diaspora 155
What Is a Diaspora ? 159
Diaspora and Reception Abroad 160
The Use of Irish at Home and Abroad: cDo Something Irish ľ  167
Yu Ming Is Ainm Dom: Imagining the Irish Language 
at ‘Home’ 169
The Imaginaries of Bruges and  In Bruges 173
Concluding Remarks 175
References 177

Conclusion 181

References 185

Index 205


