
CONTENTS

Note on the contributors page x
Chronology xv

Introduction i
EDWARD JAMES AND FARAH MENDLESOHN

PART I HISTORIES 5

i Fantasy from Dryden to Dunsany 7
GARY K. WOLFE

2 Gothic and horror fiction 21
ADAM ROBERTS

3 American fantasy 1820-1950 36
PAUL KINCAID

4 The development of children’s fantasy 50
MARIA NIKOLAJEVA

5 Tolkien, Lewis and the explosion of genre fantasy 62
EDWARD JAMES

PART II WAYS OF READING 79

6 Structuralism 81
BRIAN ATTEBERY

7 Psychoanalysis 91
ANDREW M. BUTLER

• •
Vil



CONTENTS

8

9

io

il

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

i9

20

• • • 
Vili

Political readings 102
MARK BOULD AND SHERRYL VINT

Modernism and postmodernism 113
JIM CASEY

Thematic criticism 125
FARAH MENDLESOHN

The languages of the fantastic 134
GREER GILMAN

Reading the fantasy series 147
KARI MAUND

Reading the slipstream 154
GREGORY FROST

PART III CLUSTERS 165

Magical realism 167
SHARON SIEBER

Writers of colour 179
NNEDI OKORAFOR

Quest fantasies 190
W. A. SENIOR

Urban fantasy 200
ALEXANDER C. IRVINE

Dark fantasy and paranormal romance 214
ROZ KAVENEY

Modern children’s fantasy 224
CATHERINE BUTLER

Historical fantasy 236
VERONICA SCHANOES


