
Contents

Edi tors ‘ Preface 7
Author's Preface to First Edition 8
Preface to Revised Edition 10
Abbreviations 11
Commentary Bibliography 20 
General Bibliography 23

Introduction
1. Corinth: City and Church 30
2. Paul’s Visits to Corinth 35
3. Correspondence with the Church at Corinth 36
4. An Analysis of 2 Corinthians 37
5. An Outline of 2 Corinthians 39
6. Literary Problems in 2 Corinthians 39

Excursus: The History of the Composition of 2 Corinthians 42
Excursus: The Composition of 2 Corinthians (1985-2007) 50 

CarlN. Toney
7. The Setting of 2 Corinthians in Paul’s Life 70
8. Features of 2 Corinthians 79

Excursus: Rhetorical Studies of 2 Corinthians 82 
CarlN. Toney

Excursus: The Social Setting of 2 Corinthians 94
Mark W. Linder

Excursus: The Opponents of Paul in 2 Corinthians: An Old 
Issue Revisited 105

Excursus: Theology and Mission in 2 Corinthians 116

Text and Commentary
1. Address (1:1-2) 133

11. The Past Experience of Paul Reviewed (1:3-11) 139
A. Praise and Encouragements (1:3-7) 139
B. Paul’s Trial in Asia (1:8-11) 146

III. Transition to the Letter’s First Theme (1:12-14) 153
IV. Paul’s Self-Defense of His Travel Plans (1:15-2:13) 157

A. Travel Plans Reviewed (1:15-22) 157
B. Paul’s Travel Plans Explained and His Earlier Letter

Justified (1:23-2:11) 166
C. Paul’s Concern for Corinth (2:12-13) 177

V. The Main Theme: Paul’s Apostolic Ministry (2:14-7:16) 181
A. The Apostle’s Adequacy for Ministry (2:14-3:6) 181
B. Life under the Two Covenants (3:7-18) 197
C. Apostolate, Kerygma, Ministry (4:1-6) 217



D. Paul’s Ministry: Its Glory and Frailty (4:7-18)
E. The Heavenly Dwelling (5:1-10)

Excursus: Resurrection in 2 Corinthians
CarlN. Toney

F. The Motives for Paul’s Preaching and Living (5:11-15)
G. Living in the New Age (5:16-21)
H. Paul’s Appeal for an Open Heart (6:1-13)

1. The Temple of the Living God (6:14-7:1)
J. The Good Report of Titus (7:2-16)

VI. The Collection (8:1-9:15)
Excursus: Note on the Pauline Collection
Excursus: The Collection in 2 Corinthians (1985-2008)

D.J. Downs
A. Commendation of the Macedonians (8:1-6)
B. The Appeal to the Corinthians (8:7-15)

Excursus: Note on Israel’s Salvation and the Gentiles’ Reconciliation
C. The Mission of Titus (8:16-24)
D. Commendation of the Brothers to Achaia (9:1-5)

Excursus: The Relationship of 2 Corinthians 8 and 9
E. The Collection and the Unity of the Church (9:6-15)

VIL Fresh Troubles in Corinth (10:1-13:10)
A. Paul’s Self-Vindication (10:1-11)
B. The Issue of Paul’s Ministry (10:12-18)
C. The Emissaries Identified and Opposed (11:1-15)
D. Paul’s “Fool’s Story” (11:16-12:10)

1. Boasting: True and False (11:16-21«)
2. Paul’s Trials (11:21b-33)
3. Paul’s Ecstasy and Its Evaluation (12:1-10)

E. Paul’s Apostolate Justified (12:11-18)
F. Warnings and a Third Visit Promised (12:19-13:10)

VIII. Conclusion (13:11-13)
Excursus: The Spirit in 2 Corinthians in Light of the "‘Fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit” in 2 Corinthians 13:14

Scripture Index 
Subject Index 
Author Index

226 
241
250

273 
292 
319 
352 
377 
416 
418 
421

428 
436 
447 
450 
459
462 
467 
477 
477 
497 
510 
542 
542
554 
577 
620 
646 
688

697

718 
740 
745


