
Preface

For those  teachers of E nglish as a F oreign o r S econd  L anguage 
w ho  prefer th e ir  lesso n s to  evolve o n  th e  b asis  o f th e ir  ow n 
ind iv idual choice of m aterial, th is  d ic tionary  p ro v id es  ready  
access to all th e  m ain  fea tu res  o f  E nglish  g ram m ar. It do es  not 
a ttem pt to vie w ith  th e  co m p reh en siv e  s tu d ie s  of th e  E nglish 
language. In stead , it co n cen tra tes  o n  th o se  areas w h e re  ex­
perience w o rld -w ide  h as  sh o w n  m o st e rro rs  occur. I u se  error 
as an  all-em bracing te rm , in  co n trast to  th o se  lin g u is ts  for 
w hom  'e r ro r ',  'm is ta k e ', 'm iscu e ' a n d  'g o o f ' inter alia re p re ­
sen t vary ing  deg rees  of m isd em ean o u r. M ost fo re ign  s tu d e n ts ,
I suspect, h av e  b een  b ro u g h t u p  to  accept th a t a n y  m isuse  of 
language is a n  e rro r. I have  h a d  in  m in d  th e  p re c e p t 'P rev en tio n  
is b e tte r th a n  c u re ', a n d  so h av e  tr ied  to  forestall erro r-m ak ing  
by  con trasting  rig h t a n d  w ro n g  perfo rm ance, a n d  b y  ex p la in ­
ing in sim p le  w o rd s  th e  h o w  a n d  th e  w h y  of u sag e  a n d  th e  
m ean ing  of th e  co n ven tiona l te rm s still in  use.

It is im p o rtan t for th e  read e r to  k n o w  w h e re  form al a n d  in ­
form al E nglish d iverge, b o th  in  sp eak in g  a n d  in  w riting , an d  
to  have  a n  u p -to -d a te  p ic tu re  of co n tem p o ra ry  usage . H e will 
find  co n stan t reference  to  com m on, p o p u la r o r  colloquial 
English a n d  th is  is an  area w h ere  h e  w ill be  re lieved  to  k now  
there  is m uch  flexibility in  usage .

M odel sen ten ces a re  ju s t th a t, w ith  n o  p re ten s io n  to  be 
o ther th an  go o d  exam ples fo r th e  read e r to  follow . T hey  are, 
inevitably, brief, m uch  a s  o n e  w o u ld  like to  co n tex tualise  th em  
m ore copiously , b u t I h av e  tr ie d  to  m ak e  th em  b o th  intelligible 
in  them selves a n d  rep resen ta tiv e  of th e  g ram m atica l item s 
concerned.

To build  o n  a base  of e rro r  analysis  is n o th in g  n ew . The 
d ictionary  is b ased  o n  F T W o o d 's  A  Remedial English Grammar 
for Foreign Students w hich  g u id e d  s tu d e n ts  th ro u g h  th e  laby rin th  
of English g ram m ar for m ore  th a n  tw en ty  years. But its 
rep lacem en t is overdue , a n d  it is n ecessary  to  take  into 
account changes in  th e  E nglish lan g u ag e  itself, p e o p le 's  a tti­
tu d e  to it a n d  th e  co n tem p o ra ry  n e e d s  of th o se  w h o  are 
stu d y in g  it as a Foreign o r Second  L anguage.
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