
Contents

List of Figures and Tables ix

Foreword by Michael Parkinson x

Acknowledgements xi

Notes on the Contributors xiii

List of A bbreviations XV

1 Introduction: Cities in the New Conventional Wisdom 
Ian Gordon and Nick Buck

Introduction 1
The New Conventional Wisdom 6
Politics and shifting understandings of urban problems 14
Problems and questions 19

PART I CONCEPTS

2 Cities, Competition and Competitiveness: Identifying 
New Connections
Ivan Turok

Introduction 25
Roots and responses to competitiveness concerns 26
Government attitudes towards place-based competition 28
The nature of competition between cities 29
Virtues and vices of place-based competition 32
The competitive advantages of urban size 35
Emerging disadvantages of city locations 37 
Urban networks and quality-based competitive advantages 39 
Conclusion 42

3 Social Cohesion in Cities 
Nick Buck

Introduction 44
Social cohesion and the ‘good city’ 46
Social change and changing views of the social structure 49

v



vi Contents

Social exclusion 53
Social capital 56
From economic structure to social structure 58
Conclusion 61

4 Governance and Socio-Economic Change in Cities 
Alan Harding

Governance and cities 62
Government, economic competitiveness and social cohesion 63 
Local government, economic competitiveness and social 

cohesion 65
A new urban governance? 69
The ‘new’ UK urban governance and the Cities programme 

agenda 73

5 Integrating Cities
Ian Gordon

Joined-up thinking about cities 78
Urban triangles 80
Effects of competitiveness on cohesion 84
Impacts of cohesion on competitiveness 87
Conclusions 92

PART II KEY SECTORS, PROCESSES AND INSTITUTIONS

6 Knowledge, Innovation and the Competitiveness of Cities 
Philip Cooke and James Simmie

Introduction 97
Why is innovation important to urban competitiveness? 99
Evidence on spatial concentrations of innovation 104
The significance of clustering effects and other location 

factors for innovation 104
Knowledge economies and the role of cities 108
Summary and conclusions 110

7 The Locational Dynamics of Financial Services in
Regional Cities
Nick Bailey and Shaun French

Introduction
Development of financial centres in the 1990s

112
114



Contents vii

Cities and financial services 117
Evidence from three regional financial centres 120 
Conclusions 130

8 Urban Dilemmas of Competition and Cohesion in 
Cultural Policy
Keith Bassett, Ian Smith, Mark Banks and Justin O 'Connor

Introduction: the turn to culture 132
Culture as an elastic concept 133
Governmentality and cultural constructions 135
Culture and the competitive city 137
Culture and social cohesion in cites and regions 146
Culture, competition and cohesion: virtuous or vicious cycles? 150 
Criticisms and debates 150

9 Neighbourhoods and Poverty: Linking Place and Social 
Exclusion
Rowland Atkinson, Nick Buck and Keith Kintrea

Introduction 154
Area effects 157
Evidence on area effects 158
Evidence from Edinburgh and Glasgow 162
Evidence from London and the South East 167
Conclusions 169

10 Gentrification 
Tim Butler

Introduction 172
The social and urban context of gentrification 176
The gentrification of London 178
Gentrification and globalization 180
Patterns of gentrification in inner London 182
Conclusions 187

11 Governance, Social Cohesion and Neighbourhood 
Participation
Robina Goodlad and Richard Meegan

Introduction 188
Participation and citizenship 190
Social connectedness and citizen participation 191
Social equality and citizen participation 198
Conclusions 201



viii Contents

12 Synchronization, Salesmanship and Service Delivery: 
Governance and Urban Competitiveness 
Iain Deas

Background 204
Mapping urban governance arrangements 207
Conclusion: does governance matter to city competitiveness? 218

13 Urban Properties: Spaces, Places and the Property 
Business
Simon Guy, John Henneberry and Glen Bramley

Introduction 223
Structural change 224
Diverse developments 230
Mixing up development 237
Conclusions: towards heterogeneous urban spaces 239

14 How Urban Labour Markets Matter
Ian Gordon and Ivan Turok

Introduction 242
The context: demand shifts and macro-economic fluctuations 245
Urban labour markets and competitiveness 247
The effectiveness of adjustment processes 250
Labour market processes and social exclusion 254
Conclusions 261

15 Conclusion: Moving Beyond the Conventional Wisdom
Nick Buck, Ian Gordon, Alan Harding and Ivan Turok

Introduction 265
Competitiveness 267
Social cohesion 272
Urban governance 275
Integrating these concepts 279

References 283

Index 310


