
Contents

List of figure and tables
Preface
Transcription symbols

V11
• a •

Vili
ix

1 Words 1
1.1 What is a word? 1
1.2 Are names words? 3
1.3 Multi-word expressions (MWEs) 5
1.4 Paradigms 11
1.5 The dictionary 17
1.6 The lexicon 21
1.7 Summary 27
Exercises 27
Recommendations for reading 28

2 Making new words 29
2.1 Introduction 29
2.2 Blends 29
2.3 Compounds 34
2.4 Derivation 44
2.5 Words without affixes 57
2.6 Inflection 64
2.7 Summary 76
Exercises 76
Recommendations for reading 77

3 The development of the vocabulary 79
3.1 A potted history of English words 79
3.2 Recognising the sources of words 86
3.3 Latin words in English 95
3.4 Greek words in English 97



VI AN INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISH LEXICOLOGY

3.5 The use of non-Germanic words in English 102
3.6 Exotic words in English 103
3.7 Summary 104
Exercises 105
Recommendations for reading 106

4 The meanings of words 107
4.1 Introduction 107
4.2 Denotation and connotation 107
4.3 Lexicon versus encyclopedia 108
4.4 Relationships between words 110
4.5 Semantic features 120
4.6 Categorising words 123
4.7 Multiple meanings 124
4.8 The meanings of word-elements 131
4.9 Summary 134
Exercises 134
Recommendations for reading 135

5 Orthographic and phonological structure 136
5.1 Introduction 136
5.2 Spelling and vowel length 137
5.3 Some potentially confusing spellings 140
5.4 The Great Vowel Shift 141
5.5 Consonants 144
5.6 Unstressed vowels 150
5.7 Summary 155
Exercises 155
Recommendations for reading 156

6 Some puzzles in English words 157
6.1 Introduction 157
6.2 N+N where the first N is plural 157
6.3 Comparatives and superlatives 162
6.4 Coordinative compounds 168
6.5 Changes without changes of form 173
6.6 Summary 183
Exercises 184
Recommendations for reading 185

Glossary 186
References 203
Index 207


