
Contents

A Note on Israel Zinberg / xi

Acknowledgments / xiii

Transliteration of Hebrew Terms / xv

Abbreviations / xvii

PART IV: THE STRUGGLE OF MYSTICISM AND 
TRADITION AGAINST PHILOSOPHICAL

RATIONALISM

BOOK ONE

Chapter One: THE MYSTICS OF PROVENCE / 3

Two views of the world—The rationalist God concept and re
ligious enthusiasm—Peacemakers and compromisers—Shemtov 
ben Joseph Falaquera and his Iggeret Ha-Vikkuah—His didactic 
narrative Ha-Mevakkesh—The unsatisfied “seekers”—Isaac Ibn 
Latif—The ways leading to mysticism—The source of the mysti
cal tendencies—The doctrine of “emanations” and sefirot—The 
“fathers” of the Kabbalah in Provence—Isaac the Blind and the 
Midrash Ha-Bahir—Azriel and his P erush Eser Sefirot—The in
comprehensible Ay in and its emanations—The Kabbalist Isaac 
ben Jacob Ha-Kohen and his Maamar Al Ha-Atzilut Ha-Semolit 
—The “left sefirot” and the ten classes of warfare and wickedness 
—The protest against rationalism—Jacob bar Sheshet’s Shaar Ha- 
Shamayim

Chapter Two: NAHMANIDES AND HIS
FOLLOWERS /21

The Kabbalist school of Gerona—Nahmanides as Talmudist— 
Nahmanides and Maimonides—Nahmanides’ optimism; the world

*‘



Contents

as miracle—Nahmanides as religious poet, Kabbalist, and Bible 
exegete—Nahmanides’ disputation with Pablo Christiani and his 
move to Palestine—Abraham Abulafia as a person and as a 
“seeker”—The “mystery of the letters”—The substitution of the 
name for the thing—The confusion of being and thinking—Abu- 
lafia’s dreams concerning the advent of the Messiah—His disciples 
— Joseph Gikatilla—Abulafia's propaganda in Rome—His “pro
phetic” books and their style—Ink and blood—The mystic against 
the rabbis—The “revelation” of the Zohar

Chapter Three: THE ZOHAR / 41
Moses de Leon and the Zohar—The various elements of the 

Zohar—The Zohar and Jewish mysticism—The doctrine of the 
Ein Sof—The ten sefirot and the “contraction” of the Ein Sof— 
Androgyny in Jewish mysticism—The unity of thinking and be
ing—'Hie ethical element in the Kabbalah—The role of the person 
in the Zohar—The concept of the “high man” {Adam llaah}— 
The correspondence between the upper and lower worlds—“The 
tzaddik is the foundation of the world”—The mysteries hidden 
in the prayers—The doctrine of the soul—The creatures and their 
prototypes—The Temple of Love

Chapter Four: THE RENEWAL OF THE STRUGGLE 
AGAINST RATIONALISM / 5 5

The Zohar on the rabbis and philosophers—Platonism and Aris- 
totelianism—The distinction between allegories and symbols— 
The antagonism of the Kabbalists toward Aristotelian rationalism 
—The beginning of the struggle—Solomon Petit—The Jewish 
court aristocracy as champions of rationalism—The “philosophiz
ing” preachers—Levi ben Abraham of Villefranche and his astro
logical views—The “decree” of heaven as pretext for apostasy— 
The appearance of Abba Mari of Montpellier; his letter to Rabbi 
Solomon ben Adret—Rabbi Solomon ben Adret’s attitude toward 
philosophy—Abba Mari’s Minhat Kenaot—Rabbi Solomon ben 
Adret and Levi of Villefranche—The ban of the rabbis of Bar
celona—Jacob ben Machir and the followers of the Tibbons— 
The bitter struggle

Chapter Five: RABBI MEIR OF ROTHENBURG, RABBI 
ASHER BEN YEHIEL, AND RABBI SOLOMON

BEN ADRET / 79
The tragic situation of the Jews in Germany—Th Rindfleisch 

massacres—Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg as Talmudist and religious

•3 vi o-



Contents

poet—Rabbi Isaac ben Moses and his Or "Zarua—Rabbi Asher ben 
Yehiel—His “Testament”—His flight to Provence—Rabbi Asher 
ben Yehiel and Rabbi Solomon ben Adret—The ban of Rabbi 
Solomon ben Adret—The rationalists and their Aderabah—The 
struggle centered around Maimonides—The champions of freedom 
of thought—Menahem Meiri as a man and as a scholar—Yedaiah 
Ha-Penini and his Ketav Ha-Hitnatzlut—The bitter end—The 
Provencal communities in exile—Joseph ben Solomon Ibn Yahya 
and his elegy—Yedaiah Ha-Penini as poet; his Eehinat Olam

Chapter Six: ISAAC ALBALAG AND THE DOCTRINE 
OF THE “DOUBLE TRUTH” / 99

Isaac Albalag and his Tikkun Deot Ha-Pilosofim—Albalag as a 
thinker—Albalag’s views on the creation of the world and the 
divine will—The “natural order” and the “Torah order”—Belief 
and persuasion—The idea of the “double truth” in Christian the
ology and in Albalag—Albalag as a personality /

Chapter Seven: ISAAC IBN PULGAR AND 
JOSEPH IBN KASPI / 109

The apostate Abner of Burgos and his essay denying free will— 
Ibn Pulgar and his Ezer Ha-Dat—On five types of opponents— 
Two “classes” among the Jews—Joseph Ibn Kaspi and his attitude 
toward Maimonides—His Sefer Ha-Sod and the polemic against it 
—Ibn Kaspi as “truth-seeker,” litterateur, and Bible exegete—His 
“Testament”

Chapter Eight: MOSES NARBONI AND 
GERSONIDES / 125

Perpignan as a center of free thought—Moses Narboni as a free
thinker—His commentary to Maimonides’ Guide for the Per
plexed—Gersonides the encyclopedic scholar—Gersonides as an 
Aristotelian—Differences of opinion between Gersonides and Ar
istotle—Gersonides’ views on immortality—Gersonides as ration
alist and as Bible exegete

BOOK TWO: 1348—1492

Chapter One: THE CULTURAL DECLINE OF SPANISH 
AND PROVENCAL JEWRY / 143

Maimonides’ Guide for the Perplexed and Gersonides’ Mil- 
hamot Adonai—'The terrors of the Black Plague—The rabbis and



Contents

leaders of the era and their conservative tendencies—Rabbi Yom- 
tov Lipmann Mühlhausen and his Sefer Ha-Nitzahon—The cul
tural decline of Spanish and Provenal Jewry—Isaac Israeli, 
Immanuel Bonfils, Estori Parhi, and Shemtov Ibn Ardutial— 
Jacob ben Asher and his Arbaah Turim—Bahya ben Asher and 
the strengthening of mystical tendencies—The eclectics—David 
Ibn Bilia—Meir Aldabi and his Shevilei Emunah—Aldabi’s battle 
against the “philosophizers”—The legend that Maimonides be
came an ardent Kabbalist

Chapter Two: THE CLERICAL REACTION IN SPAIN 
AND THE LITERATURE OF POLEMICS AGAINST 

CHRISTIANS / 165

The clerical reaction in Spain—Court Jews—The moral decline 
of the Jewish aristocracy—Solomon Alami’s Iggeret Ha-Musar— 
jew-hatred on the part of the Christian populace—The economic 
foundations of this hatred—The struggle for the crown of Spain 
and the consequent sufferings of the Jews—The persecutions of 
the Jews and anti-Jewish agitation—Polemic literature—The dis
putations of Moses de Tordesillas and Shemtov Ibn Shaprut— 
The agitation of the Catholic clergy—The massacre in Seville— 
The Marranos and the informer-apostates

Chapter Three: LAMPOONS IN RELIGIOUS 
DISPUTATIONS; JOSHUA LORKI AND

PROFIAT DURAN / 179

Lampoons and tracts as weapons—Solomon Bonafed as poet and 
polemicist—Joshua Lorki and the apostate Paul of Burgos— 
Lorki’s letter—The Marrano Profiat Duran and the drama of his 
life—Duran's Al Tehi Ka-Avotecha and Kelimmat Ha-Goyyim 
— The introduction to his M.aaseh Efod and its cultural-historical 
significance—Three tendencies among the Jewish intelligentsia of 
the era

Chapter Four: HASDAI CRESCAS AND HIS
ERA / 195

The intensification of mystical tendencies after the massacre at 
Seville—The Kabbalist and miracle-worker Moses Botarel—Abra
ham of Granada and his Berit Menuhah—The battle against ra
tionalist philosophy on three fronts—The rabbis Menahem Ibn 
Zerah and Isaac bar Sheshet—The mystic Shemtov ben Shemtov 
and his Sefer Ha-Emunot—Back from Maimonides to Jehudah

• viii so-



Contents

Halevi—Hasdai Crescas as scholar and polemicist—Crescas as a 
thinker; his way and his system—The boundaries between the 
realms of religion and philosophy—Criticism of Aristotle’s system 
and of Greek philosophy—Crescas on Maimonides’ thirteen prin
ciples—Crescas’ views on the extent of the world and on God’s 
attributes—Not knowledge but love is the fundamental quality of 
God’s nature—Divine knowledge and human freedom—The pur
pose of " ‘the work of creation”—Crescas’ attitude toward the 
Kabbalah and rationalism—“Thou shalt love the Lord” as basic 
principle of action and creation—The creation of the world as 
necessity—The infinity of the universe

Chapter Five: SIMEON DURAN AND JOSEPH 
ALBO / 227

The significance of Hasdai Crescas—The epigones—Philosophi
cally educated theologians—Rabbi Simeon bar Tzemah Duran and 
his work—Duran as dogmatist—His views on the advent of the 
Messiah—Duran as champion of Judaism—What is “heresy”?— 
Joseph Albo and his Ikkarim—The influence of his predecessors 
—The significance of Albo’s work—The consolation offered by 
Albo

Chapter Six: PREACHERS AND DEFENDERS OF THE 
FAITH / 241

Persecutions by the Catholic Church—The Jewish preachers 
and apologists—Hayyim Ibn Musa’s Magen Va-Romah—Isaac 
Nathan’s Bible concordance—Joseph ben Shemtov as preacher 
and polemicist—His philosophic work, Kevod Elohim—Joseph 
ben Shemtov as disciple of Hasdai Crescas—His attitude toward 
Aristotle and the question of immortality—His controversy with 
Maimonides and Gersonides—Only the Torah provides immor
tality—Laws of nature and religious laws—Joseph ben Shemtov 
against the “philosophizers”—The closed circle—Abraham Bi
bago’s Derech Emunah—Ethical-philosophical preaching and Isaac 
Arama, its most eminent representative—Arama as preacher—His 
tract against the rationalists, Hazut Kashah—His struggle against 
the “plague of philosophy”

Chapter Seven: KABBALISTS AND SATIRISTS / 261

The anonymous Kabbalist—The Sefer Ha-Kanah and Sefer 
Ha-Peliah and their mystical style—The Kabbalah as highest au
thority—The “secrets of the Talmud”—The battle against the



Contents

pleasures of this world—Indignation at the rabbis—The struggle 
for a “long-lost thing”—The last appearance of the Maimunists— 
Shemtov ben Joseph as compromiser between the “two lights”— 
The satire Alilot Devarim—The rationalist author—The literary 
value of Alilot Devarim—The last Jewish poet in Andalusia, 
Saadiah Ibn Danan—Ibn Danan as author of love poems—Ibn 
Danan as Maimunist and polemicist

Chapter Eight: DON ISAAC ABRAVANEL / 281

The great expulsion—The sufferings of the exiles—Echoes of 
the catastrophe in Hebrew literature—The apostates among the 
intelligentsia and the court Jews—Joseph Yaabetz and his Or 
Ha-Hayyim—Isaac Abravanel—Abravanel as Bible exegete and 
harbinger of the coming “redemption”—Conclusion

Bibliographical Notes / 291

Glossary of Hebrew Terms / 307

Index e
 ee


