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The theorist imagines his companions as a 
naive Romeo imagined his ideal Juliet. The 
experimenter's lovers sweat, complain, and 
fart.
—James Gleick, Chaos

In the last fifteen years, African wild dogs have made a lot of progress. After 
many years of languishing in the shadows of Africa’s better-known carni
vores, wild dogs have recently been the focus of many studies and conserva
tion efforts scattered across the continent. Much of the recent interest in wild 
dogs has been spurred by the realization that wild dogs face an uncertain 
future. In the 1980s, George and Lori Frame conducted a continentwide 
survey and concluded that only some 5,000 wild dogs survived in sub
Saharan Africa. Worse, the species’ range was contracting and some popula
tions were shrinking. For reasons that were not well understood at the time 
of the Frames’s survey, wild dogs always live at low densities, and fre
quently disappear from protected areas that function perfectly well for the 
conservation of lions, hyenas, and leopards.

Spurred by the recognition that wild dogs are at risk of extinction, masses 
of information have been gathered in wild dog studies by Gus Mills, Martyn 
Gorman, and Anthony Maddock in South Africa; Tico McNutt in Botswana; 
Josh Ginsberg and Greg Rasmussen in Zimbabwe; and a long series of sci
entists in Northern Tanzania, including George and Lori Frame, Hugo van 
Lawick, James Malcolm, Clare Fitzgibbon, John Fanshawe, Todd Fuller, 
Pieter Kat, Karen Laurenson, Stephen Lelo, and Roger Burrows. Reintro
duction efforts in South Africa, Tanzania, and Namibia have met with mixed 
success, but generally provide hope that the wild dogs’ decline can not only 
be stopped, but reversed.

In addition to answering questions posed by conservation concerns, field 
studies of wild dogs have made basic contributions to the fields of ecology 
and animal behavior. In particular, wild dogs have been excellent subjects 
for studies of cooperation and group living, hunting behavior, social behav
ior, and interspecific competition.

Against this background, the intention of this book is to present the data 
from our study of African wild dogs in the Selous Game Reserve, which ran 
from 1991 to 1997. We compare our results to other studies of wild dogs and 
to studies of other carnivores and social species. The book is aimed at pro-


