
Contents

List of Figures xi
Acknowledgments xiii

Introduction: Gender and Power in Contemporary 
Spirituality 1
ANNA FEDELE AND KIM KNIBBE

1 Cultivating the Sacred: Gender, Power and Ritualization in 
Goddess-Oriented Groups 28
Asa trulsson

2 Spirituality within Religion: Gendered Responses to a 
Greek ‘Spiritual Revolution’ 46
EUGENIA ROUSSOU

3 Individual Spirituality and Religious Membership among 
Soka Gakkai Buddhists in Spain 62
MONICA CORNEJO -

4 The Power of Submission? Personal Growth and the Issue of 
Power among Umbanda Practitioners in Paris 78
VIOLA TEISENHOFFER

5 “Black” Madonna versus “White” Madonna: Gendered Power
Strategies in Alternative Pilgrimages to Marian Shrines 96
ANNA FEDELE

6 From Crisis to Charisma: Redefining Hegemonic Ideas of 
Science, Freedom and Gender among Mediumistic
Healers in Germany 115
EHLER VOSS 



x Contents

7 Spirituality, Charisma and Gender in a Jewish Spiritual 
Renewal Community in Israel 126
RACHEL WERCZBERGER

8 Urban Witchcraft and the Issue of Authority 142
VICTORIA HEGNER

9 Gender and Power: Brahma Kumaris Spirituality and 
Hinduism in Portugal 160
INES LOURENO

10 Obscuring the Role of Power and Gender in Contemporary 
Spiritualities 179
KIM KNIBBE

11 In Search of Spirituality in Northeastern Mexico: Religious
Change and Masculinity among Addicts in Recovery 195
ETHAN P. SHARP

B i b li ography 211
Contributors 231
Index 235


