
3

-

Introduction.................................................................................................. 1
References...................................................................................................... 4

Definitions..................................................................................................... 7
References...................................................................................................... 10

The Right to Die in Practice...................................................................... 11
3.1 Switzerland........................................................................................... 13

3.1.1 Foundation of the Swiss Model............................................... 14
3.1.2 Organizational Aspect of the Swiss Model.............................. 16
3.1.3 Medical Aspect of the Swiss Model....................................... 25
3.1.4 Judicial Aspect of the Swiss Model....................................... 34
3.1.5 Administrative Aspect of the Swiss Model.............................. 45
3.1.6 Conclusion............................................................................... 50

3.2 The Netherlands.................................................................................... 51
3.2.1 Until 2002................................................................................. 53
3.2.2 The New Legal Framework of 2002: Euthanasia Act........... 68
3.2.3 Interpretations by the RTE....................................................... 70
3.2.4 Conclusion................................................................................ 83

3.3 Belgium................................................................................................. 84
3.3.1 Until 2002................................................................................. 84
3.3.2 The Legal Framework.............................................................. 89
3.3.3 Conclusion................................................................................ 102

3.4 The United Kingdom............................................................................ 104
3.4.1 The Z Case.................................................................   105
3.4.2 The Purdy Case........................................................................ 107
3.4.3 The Martin Case....................................................................... Ill
3.4.4 The Martin v GMC Case......................................................... 114
3.4.5 Recent Developments............................................................... 116

* 9

Vil



Contents• • •
V111

3.5 Germany............................................................................................... 120
3.5.1 Section 217 of the Criminal Code.......................................... 120
3.5.2 Aftermath of the ECtHR’s Koch Judgment........................... 122
3.5.3 Unconstitutionality of Section 217......................................... 126

3.6 Recent Developments in Other Council of Europe
Member States..................................................................................... 130

3.7 Canada.................................................................................................. 132
3.7.1 The Rodriguez Case................................................................ 132
3.7.2 The Carter Case....................................................................... 142
3.7.3 Aftermath of the Carter Case.................................................. 148

References...................................................................................................... 151

4 The Right to Die Under the European Convention on
Human Rights.............................................................................................. 165
4.1 Case Law of the European Court of Human Rights.......................... 165

4.1.1 The Rv UK Case.................................................................. 165
4.1.2 The Sanies Sanies Case........................................................ 166
4.1.3 The Pretty Case..................................................................... 167
4.1.4 The Haas Case....................................................................... 178
4.1.5 The Koch Case...................................................................... 183
4.1.6 The Gross Case..................................................................... 188
4.1.7 The Lambert Case................................................................. 194
4.1.8 The Nicklinson Case............................................................. 201

4.2 Analysis of the European Court of Human Rights’ Case Law .... 204
4.3 Critical Remarks on Council of Europe Member States................... 206
4.4 The Right to Die and the International Covenant on

Civil and Political Rights.................................................................... 209
4.5 The Right to Die and the European Union Law................................ 212
References...................................................................................................... 214

5 Conclusion.................................................................................................... 217
References...................................................................................................... 221

Table of Cases.................................................................................................... 223

Table of Legislation........................................................................................... 227


