
Contents

Page
Introduction 1

Executive Summary 3

1. The Crisis in Perspective 17
Introduction 17
Progress, 1950-1980 18
The Economic Crisis of the 1980s 19
Stabilisation and Adjustment 22 
Economic and Social Performance during Crisis and 

Adjustment 25
The Crisis and Women 31

2. Women’s Roles, Contribution and Situation 35
Women’s Roles and Contribution 35
Dimensions of Women’s Welfare 45

3. The Impact of Crisis and Adjustment on Women 53
Introduction 53
Women as Producers 54
Women as Home Managers 63
Women as Mothers 66
Women as Community Organisers 71
Structural Adjustment and Women’s Well-being 71
Environment, Structural Adjustment and Women 74
Conclusion 75

ix



Page
4. So Little Action 87

Growing Awareness of the Social Dimensions of 
Adjustment 88

The Record on Adjustment Programmes and Women 92
Conclusion 102

»

5. Strategy for Change 105
Introduction and Guiding Principles 105
Domestic Action 108
Financing the Programme 116
International Action 120
Data and Monitoring 125
Securing Implementation 126
Proposals for Commonwealth Follow-up 129

Annexes
1. Terms of Reference of Commonwealth Expert Group on 

Women and Structural Adjustment 131
2. Questionnaire sent to Commonwealth Governments and to 

Selected International Organisations 133
3. Members of the Expert Group 138


