
Contents

Foreword ix

Part 1: First Rites
Homecoming 3
A Great Day 18
In Good Faith 31
Leaves from a Pocket Notebook 39
Son of Cease-Fire 48
Martin’s Embassy 66
Nibblers and Anti-Nibblers 91
Fiscal Whores 107

Part 2: The Unraveling
Improvisatory Offensive 127
A Thousand Cuts 
Hail-Fellow 150
Pyrrhic Victories 
Blossoming Lotus 
Light at the Top 
Glass Mountain
Black Box 217

142

159
170

185
205

Cannonball to Papa Lima 230
Ides of March 245
Piece of My Tongue 262



VIII Contents

Part 3: Collapse
Primary Responsibility 279
Limp Little Rags 292
The Bombing 
Spotlighting
Eagle Pull

306
318

329
Discarded Luxury 342
Worst Case 358
Controlled Conditions 371
Panic Button 380
A Bargain Whose Day Has Passed 392
Secret Caller 402 
Polarized Thinking
High-Class Chauffeur
Our Turn 438 
They’re in the Halls
Morning 473 
Afternoon 508
Evening 535

414
427

451

Postscript: Internal Hemorrhaging
Index 581

MAPS

563

The “Third Vietnam” 54 
Government Military Regions
Improvisatory Offensive Begins

128
134

Three NVA Divisions Advance on
Ban Me Thuot 173

Phu’s Army Withdraws from Highlands 197
Planned Government Defense Lines,

Late March 207
Communist Gains, Beginning of Last

Week in March 233
Danang 246
Five NVA Corps Launch Ho Chi Minh

Campaign, Early April 274
NVA Pressure Points, Mid-April 343
Downtown Saigon 453


