
Contents

Dignity/Autonomy of the Law/Human Rights/Comparable Personal 
Autonomies: Introducing an Indispensable Generating Series 
(and Its Productive "Phantoms")......................................................
Jose Manuel Aroso Linhares •

1

Part I Exploring the "Conceptual Bonds” Between Human Rights 
and Human Dignity

From Human Rights to Human Dignity and Vice Versa..........................
Jose de Sousa e Brito

Models of Consensus and Compromise on Human Rights and Dignity...
Joao Cardoso Rosas

The Foundations of Human Rights, Dignity or Autonomy?.....................
Manuel Atienza v

13

19

31

Part II Exploring the Problem of the Autonomy of Law in the Trends
of Contemporary Legal Discourse(s)

Hart, Raz and Kelsen on the Puzzle of Law’s Autonomy.......................
Eduardo A. Chia

Constructivist Metaphors and Law’s Autonomy in Legal
Post-Positivism..........................................................................................
Jesus Vega

55

89

Part III Intertwining the Claim to Autonomy and the Concept
of Human Dignity

Merit, Value and Justification: Human Dignity Vis-a-Vis Legal 
(Inter)subjectivity—The Autonomy of Subjects Within the Autonomy 
of Law......................................................................................................
Ana Margarida Simöes Gaudencio

115

vii



viii Contents

Between Principles and Rules....................................................
Silvia Niccolai

The Legal Meaning of Human Dignity: Respect for Autonomy 
and Concern for Vulnerability..................................................
Antonio Cortes

133

167

Part IV Dialogues with Emmanuel Levinas

The Double Sense of the Law-Dignity Relationship in Emmanuel
Levinas....
Susan Petrilli

185

Human Rights, Rights of the Other, and Preventive Peace:
A Levinasian Perspective....................................................
Augusto Ponzio

221

Part V Dialogues with Jeremy Waldron

No Argument: Human Dignity and the Making of Legislation.
Julie Copley

Is Dignity a Non-contingent Autonomously Juridical “Idea”?
A Conversation Piece with Jeremy Waldron............................
José Manuel Aroso Linhares

239

259

Part VI Exploring Human Dignity in the Boundaries of Law

Does Dignity Promote Law’s Autonomy or Undermine It? The Israeli 
Controversy............................................................................................  
Orit Kamir

Images and Counter-Images of Humanitas: A Jusaesthetic
Approach to the Problem of Law’s Normative Validity: Beyond 
the Blindness-and-Sightedness Polarity.................................................
Brisa Paim Duarte

279

293


