
Contents

Part I A Conceptual Framework for Understanding

1

2

3

Deprived Communities

Understanding Deprived Communities at the Global Level: 
Semantic, Operative and Theoretical Dimensions 
of the Phenomenon...................................................................
Ana Opacic

Effects of Living in Disadvantaged Neighbourhoods 
on Personal Well-Being.............................................................
Ana Opacic

Principles of Community Development and Challenges 
Facing Deprived Communities.................................................
Nino Zganec and Ana Opacic

3

37

69

Part II Social Work Practices in Deprived Communities
Throughout the World

4 Listening to the Least: Engaging Communities in Development
Programs in India...........................................................................
Baiju P. Vareed

91

5 Searching for Local Answers to Societal Challenges:
The Contribution of Civil Society Organizations 
and Social Innovations to Community Development...............................107
Jelena Matancevic

6 Developing Social Work Competencies to Empower 
Challenging Communities: From an Empty Foyer 
to a Shared Social Space...................... ,.............................................121 
Matilda Leppanen, Joonas Kiviranta, Anna Metteri, Paul Stepney, 
and Tuula Kostiainen

ix



X Contents

7 Accompaniment and Emergence: Social Work Community 
Practice with Resettled Refugees....................................................... 139
Odessa Gonzalez Benson and Charlotte Burnett

8 Enhancing Poverty Reduction Through Community Work 
in Low-Resourced Areas in Africa..................................................... 155 
Prudence Mafa, Frans Koketso Matlakala, Vincent Mabvurira, 
and Jabulani Calvin Makhubele

9 Developing Smart Social Services for Mending the Gap 
in Development Inequalities............................................................... 177

V

Nino Zganec

Part III Supporting Social Work Practice in Deprived Communities

10 Social Work Higher Education Institutions: 
Allies of Most Vulnerable Communities........................................... 193 
Carmen Luca Sugawara and Ana Opadic

11 Culture and Resource Scarcity: Social Work Practice 
in Canada’s Remote Communities................................................... 209 
Glen Schmidt

12 Development of Deprived Communities Through 
Multidisciplinary, Interdisciplinary, and Transdisciplinary 
Approaches..........................................................................................223 
Ana Paula Pimentel Walker, Barry Checkoway, 
Odessa Gonzalez Benson, and Ana Opaiic

Part IV Conclusion

13 Conclusion: Full Profile of Social Work 
in Deprived Communities................................................................... 243 
Ana OpaCic

Index......................................................................................................................255


