
Contents

Acknowledgements 7
List of Abbreviations 9

Introduction 10
Czechoslovakia: “The Child of Propaganda” 20
Radio: The Ideal Medium for Exile 24
Less Trouble than the Rest: The Czechoslovak Government 
within the British Propaganda Structure 30 
Scope and Sources 46

Chapter One: 
“Legal, loyal, and internationally recognised”: Legitimacy 
and the Performance of Government 59

“In the name of the Czechoslovak Republic”: The Authority
of Legality 63
“We are the Masaryk nation”: The Authority of Tradition 70
“We are close together at heart”: The Authority of Charisma 85
Exercising Authority: The odsun and “Rabble-rousing” 

from London 98

Chapter Two:
Populating the "Free Republic”: Performing Nationhood 
over the Radio 108

Radio as a Medium for Nation-Building 113
“Faithful to the spirit of our history”: Reading the War 
into the National Narrative 119
“Anything that is dear to their hearts”: The Mobilisation

of Culture 131



Chapter Three:
Idiots and Traitors? Addressing Slovakia from London 151

“The admirable and loyal Czechoslovak nation” 161
“Do not betray yourselves”: A Policy of Negative Propaganda 171

“There is no free Slovakia”: Political Arguments 171
“The most blatant ingratitude”: The Slovak State and the USA 176 
“Your Catholic, Christian, and Slovak conscience compels you”:
Religious Arguments 179
Russians, Not Monsters: Tackling the Bolshevik Bogey 186

Chapter Four:
“We will manage our own affairs”: The Soviet Union

and Broadcasting the Future of Czechoslovakia 196
Neither Hell nor Paradise: 1940 to June 1941 198
“Our Brother Slavs”: June 1941 to 1943 201
When Propaganda Diverges from Policy: Mid-1943 Onwards 208

“If it doesn’t work, it will not be our fault”: The Changing
Representation of Poland and the Central European 
Confederation 208
“Subcarpathian Ruthenia is Czechoslovak”: Broadcasting 
to a Lost Territory 218

Conclusions 247

Bibliography of Sources 253
Index 264


