
CONTENTS

Introduction ix
Abbreviations of Plato’s Works xv

ONE THE FALSE SOCRATES 3

1.1 The Opening Address 4
1.2 The Defense Against the Popular Caricature 9
1.3 Socrates’ Disclaimer of Science and Oratory 14
1.4 The Religious Origins of Socrates’ Mission 21
1.5 Why Delphi Praised Socrates’ Wisdom 28
1.6 Human Wisdom 33
1.7 Expert Knowledge 37
1.8 Nonexpert Knowledge 45
1.9 Socrates’ Disclaimer of Knowledge 53
1.10 Socrates’ Ethical Religion 62

TWO THE DEFENSE AGAINST MELETUS 74

2.1 The New Charges 74
2.2 The Examination of Meletus 82
2.3 Motives 97

THREE THE TRUE SOCRATES 108

3.1 The Soldier of Apollo 108
3.2 Obedience to the Law 115
3.3 Socrates’ Mission 121
3.4 Knowledge, Virtue, and Happiness 124
3.5 Voluntary Vice and Inaccessible Virtue 144

V11



CONTENTS

3.6 Harms and Benefits 150
3.7 Socrates’ Private Politics 155
3.8 Teaching 160
3.9 Counter penalty 169
3.10 The Real Olympian 176
3.11 Death 180

Conclusion 184

Bibliography 187
General Index 194
Index Locorum 198

• • •

V111


