
Contents

Acknowledgments vii

Illustrations ix

Abbreviations xi

Foreword xv

Introduction 1

In Defense of Women 39
Book One 41

Dedicatory Letter to Vittoria Colonna 41
A Woman Is Not an Imperfect Creature 43
The Charges against Women Refuted 46

Book Two 63
On the Fortitude, Magnanimity, and Constancy of Women 63
On the Liberality and Beneficence of Women 73
On the Temperance and Continence of Women 76
On the Wisdom and Prudence of Women 78
On Justice 80

Apologia mulierum 89
Liber primus 91

Mulierem non esse animal imperfectum 92
Obiectorum solutio 93

Liber secundus 102
De fortitudine, magnanimitate atque constantia mulierum 102
De liberalitate et beneficentia mulierum 108
De temperantia et continentia mulierum 109
De sapientia et prudentia mulierum 111
De iustitia-

Postscript: Tire querelle des femmes: Male- and Female-Authored Texts 119

Table: The querelle des femmes: Selected Male- and Female-Authored Texts 153 

Glossary of Names 159

171 Bibliography

Index 197


