
Contents

Series Introduction by Jon Krakauer ix

Author’s Note xv

Foreword xvii

Translator’s Note xxvii

Preface xxix

PART 1 • THE CHALLENGE OF THE MOUNTAINS
1. Beginnings (1948) 3

2. Bregaglia: Three North Faces (1949) 7

3. The North Face of the Grandes Jorasses (1949) 20

4. The East Face of the Grand CAPUCIN (1951) 33

5. The North Faces of the Lavaredo in Winter (1953) 60

6. THE ITALIAN K2 Expedition (1954)

7. The Southwest Pillar of the Dru (1955)

8. A Proposal Ahead of Its Time (1955)

9. Christmas on Mont Blanc (1956)

10. Cerro Torre—A Dream Denied (1958)

11. The Conquest of Gasherbrum IV (1958)

12. The Red Pillar of Brouillard (1959)

13. The Ascent of Rondoy North (1961)

75

106

137

141

159

176

189

206



xxxvi • Contents

14. The Great Tragedy on the Central Pillar 
of Freney (1961) 214

15. The Avalanche Funnel of the Pilier d’Angle (1962) 245

16. The North Face of the Grandes Jorasses 
in Winter (1963) 258

17. Stone-fall and Storm on the Whymper Spur (1964) 277

18. The North Face of the Matterhorn: Solo 
and in Winter (1965) 290

19. A Farewell to Mountaineering (1965) 304

PART 2 • K2: THE END OF AN ODYSSEY
20. The Aftermath of K2 (1954) 318

21. The K2 Tenth Anniversary “Special 
Report” (1964) 336

22. The Turin Tribunal Libel Hearing (1966) 341

23. AFTER the Trial (1966-84) 347

24. What Really Happened on K2? (1986)
BY Robert Marshall 354

25. The Final Proof (1994) 379

PART 3 • THE SPIRIT OF THE HILLS
26. REMEMBERING: MAGIC OF Mont Blanc (1984) 389

27. The Last Adventure: My Patagonia (1986) 401

APPENDIX: MOUNTAIN ADVENTURE 2000

Keynote Address, 1989 International Mountaineering Convention 429

The Mountaineering Books of Walter Bonatti 443

Bibliography 445


