
CONTENTS

Foreword 1
Preface 3
Table of Transliteration Equivalents 7
Note on References 9
The Sayings of Jesus in Sufi Literature 13
God’s Words to Jesus 37
Jesus’ Prayer 43
Poetry about the Qualities and Characteristics of Jesus 47

The Breath of Jesus 49
The Sincerity of Jesus 53
The Certainty of Jesus 54
The Detachment of Jesus 55
The Purity of Jesus 56
Jesus the Logos, or Word of God 57
The Seclusion of Jesus 58
Jesus’ Walking on Water 59
Jesus’ Needle 60
Jesus’ Donkey 61

Stories About Jesus in Sufi Literature 63
1. The Dream that Hasan b. All had about Jesus 65
2. Jesus’Comment on “the Soul of God” 66
3. The Dream that Ibn Khafif had about Jesus 67
4. Jesus’ Woolen Patchwork Cloak 68
5. Desire for Bread 69
6. Virtuous Words 70



7. Jesus Homelessness and a Lion 71
8. Jesus Without Shelter 72
9. Reproach for Loving the World 73

10. Jesus and Satan’s Utterance of True Words 75
11. Jesus and Satan’s Ownership of this World 76
12. Reproach for Backbiting 79
13. The Man Who Never Sinned 80
14. Praise for a Dog’s Gleaming White Teeth 81
15. The Pious Elder and the Sinner 84
16. Jesus and John the Baptist 90
17. Jesus’ Self-Denial 91
18. Jesus’ Lack of Possessions 92
19. Jesus and His Donkey 93
20. Jesus and a Lying Companion 94
21. Jesus’ Reaction to Death 96
22. Jesus and the Sleeper 97
23. Jesus and the Man Who Desired an Atom of Love 99 
24. Jesus and Satan’s Habitual Prostrations 101
25. Jesus and the Flask of Brackish Water 103
26. One Can Only Give of What One Possesses 105
27. Jesus and the Snake Charmer 107
28. Jesus Running Away from the Fool 109
29. Jesus and the Presumptuousness of Disciples 112
30. Jesus and the Fool’s Request for the Revival

of a Pile of Bones 114
31. The Virtue of Not Causing Bother to Others 118
32. Jesus Raises a Dead Man 119
33. Jesus Raises Another Dead Man 121
34. Jesus and the Thief 122
35. Jesus and the Prostitute 123
36. Jesus and Those Who Feared Hell and Hoped

for Heaven 124
37. Jesus and One Group Obsessed with the Afterlife

and Another Devoted to God 125
38. Jesus’ Request for the Table-Spread 126
39. Jesus’ Travels 127
40. Jesus and the Laundryman 128

xii



Mystical Theories about Jesus 129
The Father of Jesus 131
Jesus in His Mother’s Womb 140
Jesus’ Utterance from the Cradle 142
Jesus’ Childhood 143
Jesus’ Departure from the World 144
Jesus’ Epithet 146
The Acquisition of a Divine Character 147
The Spiritual Station of Jesus 149
The Path of Jesus and His Method 150

Jesus and the Antichrist 153
Symbolic Uses of the Name of "Jesus" 159

The Jesus of the Soul (Isa-yijan) 161
The Jesus of the Age (Isa-yi asr) 162
The Jesus of the Zephyr ( Isa-yi saba) 163
Jesus-like Breath ( Isa-dam ) 164
The Jesus of Love (Isä-yi ishq) 165
The Jesus of the Spirit (Isa-yi rüh) 166

A Glossary of Sufi Terms Relating to Christianity 167
Jesus and the Breath of the Messiah (masThä-nafas) 169
Christian (tarsa) 169
Christianity (tarsä'i) 170
Christian Child (tarsä-bachcha or tarsa-zada) 171
Church (kilisa) 173
Churchbell (näqus) 173
Cloister or Hermitage (sawmi'a) 174
The Cross (chalipä or ^alib) 174
Cincture (zunnär) 175
Monastery (dayr) 177
Monk (rahib) 178
Trinity (tathlTth) 178

Bibliography 181

xiii


