
Contents

List of Figures vii
List of Tables vili
Preface and Acknowledgements xii
List of Contributors xiii

1 Coalitions in Times of Crisis 1 
TORBJÖRN BERGMAN, GABRIELLA ILONSZKI, 

AND JOHAN HELLSTRÖM

2 Concepts and Measurements 18
ANDREA FUMAROLA AND JONAS LINDAHL

3 Fragility of Coalition Governance in Bulgaria 44
DOBRINKA KOSTOVA

4 Regularity and Instability: Coalition Governments 
in Czechia 2008-2022 68
PETRA GUASTI AND ZDENKA MANSFELDOVA

5 Estonia: The Breakdown of the Exclusionary Logic 
in Coalition Formation 94
TÖNIS SAARTS AND GEORG SOOTLA

6 Hungary: Party Alliances and Personal Coalitions 118 
ÉVA VÀNYI AND GABRIELLA ILONSZKI

7 Latvia: Populist Wind of Change 142
JÄNIS IKSTENS -

8 Lithuania: Ministerial Government and the EU Factor 167
IRMINA MATONYTE AND IEVA GAJAUSKAITE



vi Contents

9 Poland: Resilience to the External Crisis, Permanent 
Coalition Patterns, and Weakening of the Position 
of the Prime Minister 190
MARZENA CICHOSZ AND JOANNA KOZIERSKA

10 Live Fast, Die Young: Romanian Coalitions in Time 
of Crisis * 213
VERONICA ANGHEL

11 Slovakia: Gradual Settlement of Rules in an 
Unstable Environment 240
BRANISLAV DOLNY

12 Slovenia: Newcomers as Prime Ministers. A New Mode 
of Coalition Governance? 263 
ALENKA KRASOVEC AND TOMAŽ KRPIÖ

13 New Patterns of Coalition Politics in Central
and Eastern Europe? 288
TORBJÖRN BERGMAN, GABRIELLA ILONSZKI,

AND JOHAN HELLSTRÖM

Index 321


