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Abstract: Woodlands in Germany (mainly a t lower altitudes) are inhabited by 46 butterfly species. 
Most o f  these species are associated with woodland margins and open areas within wood­
lands, for example along forest tracks o r in meadows and clearings within woodlands. M ost o f  
these habitats are man made and heavily influenced by the local forest management. Alterna­
tive woodland management aimed at effective butterfly conservation and illustrated with ex­
amples o f  threatened butterfly species as targets, is discussed. Integration o f  woodland mar­
gins at different stages o f  development is recommended for the conservation o f  butterflies in­
habiting Central European woodlands. A lpine woodlands are not dealt w ith in this paper.
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